NELSON’S CREEK HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
P. O. BOX 541062 OMAHA, NE 68154

Dear Nelson’s Creek Homeowner:
Beginning in 2021, the City of Omaha will have a new trash collection service, which will require
each household to have two 96 gallon trash dumpsters, one to be used for trash and yard waste and
one for recycle pickup.
The covenants for Nelson’s Creek require that any garbage or trash container left outside be
screened from public view. *The following are suggestions and examples to improve the look and
effectiveness of your dumpster enclosure when the need arises:
Dumpster enclosures provide communities and businesses with a functional and aesthetic way to
hide unsightly garbage containers from view. Many enclosures are often hastily built and prove to be
an eyesore, but this needn’t be the case.
Below are four ways to improve the look and effectiveness of your dumpster enclosure:
1. Match the enclosure panel colors with the surrounding area
Dumpster enclosures work best when they blend into the background and don’t attract too much
attention. Their function is to hide unsightly dumpsters and prevent pests from getting to the trash,
and not really to act as a decorative feature in themselves. A great way to ensure the enclosure
blends into the area is to match the panel color and material with those of buildings, structures, and
natural scenery nearby.
For example, a neighborhood with light-toned brickwork might benefit most from enclosure
panels in an almond, sandstone or beech wood color.
2. Match the gate and posts with the panels
It’s easy to forget the smaller parts of a dumpster enclosure structure, including the posts, post
caps, and top rails. There also may be gates to consider. All of these features, when tastefully
contrasted, can add visual and textural appeal to the enclosure, even one designed to blend into the
background.
3. Modify the enclosure size to better match dumpster requirements
There are certain conditions concerning dumpsters and their enclosures. These are issues such
as the minimum enclosure height, ground surface, wall materials, and gate functions, including the
permitting of easy access.
There’s still room however for modifying the size of an enclosure to meet the needs of the
homeowner. The size will depend on the number of dumpsters needed and conformity to the
surrounding area. If nearby space is at a premium, the enclosure might need to be modified to suit
the available space.
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4. Place the enclosure in an optimum position
It is critical to choose the position carefully and to consider all the variables. There are also
aesthetic considerations. Will an enclosure in a certain location prove to be an eyesore? There are a
number of ways to improve the look of a dumpster enclosure even if it needs to be placed in a
prominent position. There are numerous sources of moderately priced, low and no maintenance trash
enclosures from which to choose, such as local home improvement and department stores, in
addition to online stores. Below are several examples of attractive enclosures and screens.
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This outdoor screen enclosure is available
at local department and home improvement
stores, as well as the internet.

D

2

E

F

G

H

*As noted above, these enclosures are merely examples and each homeowner should carefully consider their
own circumstances before purchasing and installing any enclosure. When choosing an enclosure, low and nomaintenance materials should be given priority over high-maintenance materials, such as wood. The examples
shown here can be easily erected by the homeowner. At the present time, prior approval is not required.

Ronald L. Mercer, Chairman
Architectural Review Committee
NELSON'S CREEK HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
402-493-0209
rmercer41@gmail.com
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